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CHAIRMAN JOHN

audience and
it
brought
back
very
many happy
memories.
We met with
him and his wife for a drink in the
Commodore Club one evening and he
was telling us many tales about his
flights on Concorde and other planes
he had flown. We then got on to the
subject of cars and I told him that
most weekends I drive a 1927 Austin
Chummy. With that his eyes lit up and
he said “I used to have an Austin
Seven Special.” I asked whether it
went supersonic but he replied “No about 48 mph and with four inches of
play on the steering wheel!” and I said
“That sounds about right.”

Now we have most of the winter
behind us and the spring to look
forward to, there are lots of events
coming up (see the back page.)
Christine and I have just got back
from holiday, celebrating her birthday
and our Ruby Wedding Anniversary.
We flew to Miami and boarded the
Queen Victoria for a cruise en route to
the Panama Canal and beyond,
finishing in LA.
I thought Herbert Austin’s design for
the Austin Sevens was great, but not
compared to what we saw going
through the Panama Canal. What a
feat of engineering that is. The size of
the Queen Victoria meant there was
only two feet clearance either side to
get through the locks, plus 93 degrees
of heat to contend with.

Now back to the real world. We got
back in time for Club Night and I
would like to thank Roger Spearman
for arranging a speaker at short notice
who gave an interesting talk on the
subject of Neighbourhood Watch and
how to protect your properties.

We attended lectures, one being by
Shirley Jones, an American actress and
singer who was on board with her
family sons Patrick and Ryan Cassidy,
the brothers of David Cassidy. You
may remember her as the mum in The
Partridge Family and prior to that The
Music Man plus many more musicals.

I have issued an information sheet for
Drive it Day for which we are doing a
spider’s web run so people can see
the cars from all parts of Essex.
Please see page 11.

Clare Balding the BBC television
presenter was also on board and she
told us many tales, which were quiet
amusing.

Our thoughts and prayers are with
Andrew Batey and we look forward to
seeing him, Sue, Russell and Sheila on
the Drive It Day Run.

Captain Tim Orchard, an ex-Concorde
pilot, was also one of the speakers.
We found his talk very interesting as
we were very fortunate to have flown
on Concorde on our 25th Wedding
Anniversary. We could relate to what
he was speaking about to the

Best wishes,

John Fromant
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FURTHER NOTES ON TOTIE The Only Tour is Essex (and Suffolk)
12th to 17th June 2016
We have had a good response to this tour already with ten members of our club
wanting to join plus a few from other clubs through word of mouth. Notices will
be going in the next grey magazine and 750 bulletin to start drawing Seven
owners from the rest of the country.
Marion and I had a meeting with the Events Manager at the hotel recently and
she is as excited as us at the prospect of having all our vintage cars at their
hotel. She is going to section off half of the car park in front of the hotel rooms
for the whole week, which will accommodate sixty plus cars.
The hotel has forty two rooms and we have been offered thirty eight of them,
leaving just four for emergencies. Room rates work out at £404 for the six
nights, regardless of single, twin or double, and include continental breakfast. I
think that’s a pretty good deal, especially with free use of the pool, the gym and
the sauna. A cooked breakfast is available at an extra £5 pp but from what
we’ve seen the continental is plenty. Unfortunately there is no reduction for
single travelers although you could share a twin room if you find someone you
get on with well (very well!) B&Bs in the area are going to be a little more.
There will be a checking-in period on the Sunday afternoon, with tea, coffee and
cake provided. As mentioned last month, a welcome three course meal on the
Sunday, a farewell three course meal on the Friday and two course barbecue
during the week. Plus, due to a very generous club member, exciting live
entertainment on one of those evenings - and it’s not me! The cost per person
for all this is £75.
Continued/...
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Some people who live half an hour or less (by modern car) from Earls Colne
expressed the idea of leaving their Seven overnight at the hotel and staying at
home, sometimes with another couple of friends. Thus saving money, freeing up
accommodation for others and easily making it to the hotel for the starts. This is
an excellent idea and the hotel are happy for any of our moderns to park there
during the day. Consequently we are able to raise the stakes and invite between
fifty and fifty five cars, possibly more.
Someone questioned how meals would be arranged on the three days when not
eating at the hotel. It is quite normal on tours to eat wherever you like,
whenever you like, on your own or with others, during the day or on the way
back if you see somewhere you fancy. It’s not a Warner’s type week where you
all have to meet and eat together every night. You do it all at your own pace
and you’ll be surprised at what you can fit in in a day.
Another question came from someone concerned at the high daily mileages and
whether alternative shorter routes could be arranged. Definitely not. This would
double our workload and I can assure anyone that the distances are easily and
comfortably managed and still leave plenty of time for our sightseeing trips.
Speak to anyone who has been on any tours. When group meals are arranged
back at the hotel we will make those the shorter days so we have time to scrub
up. Anyone who came on our Sunday run in February will have heard me say
that we had just done nearly forty miles in less than two hours. And that was
just gentle pottering. You and your car are quite capable. If you happen to be
staying a few miles from the hotel and the route for that day passes your
doorstep then by all means join at that point if you wish. And Essex ain’t
Yorkshire! Later in the year we are going to organise a day run of one hundred
miles so you can test this out.
Roger and Sue Pitt have kindly agreed to help us planning and running routes to
and from the various attractions and with Roger’s connections you can be sure
one day we will be touring Constable country. You may know it well yourself but
remember we are showcasing Essex and Suffolk to the rest of the country and
possibly abroad.
If you have any further questions or queries do not
hesitate to get in touch.

Peter and Marion Lawson
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officially anyway.) Two old farm
labourer brothers would get in there
each evening and make a pint of beer
last all night (unless you offered them
one in which case an empty glass soon
appeared.) When they both popped
outside to the gents they would
remove their false teeth and put them
in their beer mugs to ensure nobody
drank their beer while they were away.
(The landlord bred pigs in the same
outbuilding as the toilet and while you
were “at the wall”, you could have a
chat with a porker in the adjoining bay
over the waist high barrier.) Anyway,
one night while they were absent, their
teeth were swapped in the glasses and
they duly refitted them when they
returned, but nothing was said. After
about two weeks of their complaining
about sore gums it was suggested that
they might have muddled up their
glasses so after swilling their choppers
in their beer they were fitted back in
the rightful owner’s mouths with no
suspicion of the knavish trick that had
been played
upon them.

THE BODGER’S
APPRENTICE
A friend of mine recently had some
work done on his teeth and the dentist
recommended a titanium implant
replacement tooth at a cost of £2000!
(You could get two half decent Box
Saloons for that price.) Heaven knows
what a full set of choppers would cost.
When I was an apprentice back in the
dark ages, my friend’s sister was a
dental receptionist who would bring
home lots of useful items from the
surgery. In the tool box of his sit-upand-beg Ford Pop he had a pair of
dentist’s pliers, which were much
better than the ones from Woolworths,
and a few sets of false teeth which
would be displayed on the dashboard.
We didn’t have a lot of success with
the girls till these were removed.
I was in somebody’s house the other
day and his 90 year old father was
sitting in the kitchen and we got
chatting about cars and things. He
was very well dressed and as bright as
a button. He put on the kettle to make
some tea, then sat down, removed his
false teeth, put them on a plate and
proceeded to clean them with a steak
knife and a matchstick. At this point I
remembered an appointment and
made a rapid escape!

The
late
Astronomer
Sir
Patrick
Moore was
once asked
about his dazzling smile and what
denture products he used. He replied
that he used ‘liberal amounts of the
household cleaner, Vim, and a
scrubbing brush’. Definitely a man
after my own heart.

That reminds me about a pub I used
to go to out in the country, when I was
slightly under age for drinking. The
Fox at Mashbury (sadly now closed)
was a Beer House only - they did not
have a licence for selling spirits (not
6

We are in the
process of having a
new website based
on the Cornwall A7
site – more news
soon.

CLUB NIGHT – 18 FEBRUARY 2015
WATCH YOUR NEIGHBOUR!
All those who turned up on Club Night
expecting a talk on Victorian Murders
were unfortunately disappointed, as our
speaker (a lay preacher) had been
diverted to other more saintly duties! it
being Ash Wednesday.

Roger gave a short
introduction and we settled back to listen
to some excellent advice and information
about personal safety, fraud prevention
and Neighbourhood Watch schemes. This
included ideas for security around the
home, how to deal with bogus
tradesmen, types of internet fraud and
many other examples of modern day
stealing and scams. Colin interspersed
his talk with amusing but poignant
anecdotes from his early years (1968
onwards) policing around Essex. He
distributed a very informative booklet
and then answered some interesting
questions from the floor (no, we can’t
shoot burglars or put broken glass on the
tops of our garden walls!)
Our thanks were expressed and Colin
offered to come back anytime in the
future.

Luckily, Roger Spearman had persuaded
yet another of his “Ongarites” – an exPoliceman, Colin Freeman - to stand in
his place and talk to us about his current
Neighbourhood Watch role.
But first, Parish Notices:
The Lawson’s run to Thorley, Herts was a
great success, many thanks to them.
Coming up, next Club Night is definitely
the R.H. Insurance Talk (we hope!)
Roger is organising Ongar Heritage Day
on 11th April, and the Drive it Day on
26th April is to be a Spider Web Run from
your home to ParFect Fairways Golf Club,
Dunmow (of New Year’s Day fame) for
1pm lunch and an alternative by PB
Insurance starting from The Ship PH at
Tiptree (see page 11) The Ipswich/
Felixstowe Run is on 3rd May and Little
Totham Car Show 23rd May.

He was then invited to draw the 100
Club, won this month by No. 27 –
Richard and Jane Bohannan.

The TOTIE Tour 2016 is filling up fast
and if you want a place, contact Peter
Lawson as soon as possible (see pages
4 and 5).
Also, please apply to
Barleylands asap to ensure a place.

We were missing quite a few members
although Chairman John and Christine
made an A7 (!) effort having only just
landed from their holiday and we
welcomed a new member, John Wicks of
Braintree. There was lots of chatter and
catching up and it was a very pleasant
way to spend a cold February evening.

PS Does anyone remember where we
obtained our metal car club badges?
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Sunday Run 8th February 2015
A cool but bright sunny morning greeted us for Peter and Marion’s jaunt through
the West Essex countryside in the general direction of Bishops Stortford. The
meet at Writtle tea rooms saw a line-up of no less than five Rubys, much to the
pleasure of Les Morley who appeared quite overwhelmed. So much so in fact, that
I didn’t see him for the rest of the day. I did wonder if he had gone home to
change after such excitement. The cars were those of the Lawsons, the Kings,
the Prestons, the Spearmans and Les himself. Also in the line-up was our dear
stalwart Penny in her Chummy, Michael having gone off to do his Copped Hall
duties that day. Richard Bohannan had his Austins there, the A12 light which he
drove, and the A10 Clifton which was driven by his son Daniel. Nice to see some
new faces joining us. Finally there was me of course in the Opal, and four
moderns. We all set off in convoy,and had the pleasure of mainly dry conditions
on our routes through the pretty villages of Willingale, Fyfield, Morton and
Magdalen Laver, meeting the odd horse-riders and the somewhat crazy swarms of
cyclists who seem fearless, thundering around those bends in the road.
The route then took us through Matching Tye, Lower Sheering, Sawbridgeworth
and onward towards the picturesque village of Much Hadham. The road between
Trims Green and Much Hadham was straight and narrow through open
countryside and I noticed an old WW2 fortification which in its current day lends
itself to a memorial to ALEX. It’s nice to go back in history, so I did a little
research. The building was a gun post, commonly known as a pillbox, and was
used in the period 1940 – 1942. The area on which it was positioned was the site
of Sawbridgeworth Airfield, an extremely active station during the war, and the
pillbox would have been accompanied by a road barrier to counter any land
invasion. It is quite a common fortification and listed as Type FW3/22 of which
1,347 were erected. It is constructed of brick and concrete, hexagonal in shape,
and measuring 21ft in diameter, each side being 6ft in length and 12inches thick.
From the size of the entrance it is likely to have housed an anti-tank gun together
with smaller machine guns. The memorial is that of Alex Carvin, aged 19 years,
who came to grief in December 2008
when his car skidded on black ice and
came to rest with the help of the building.
Continued/…
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On a lighter note, having
circumnavigated Much Hadham, we
then retraced our route through
Spellbrook for the short distance to
Thorley where we were made welcome
at the Coach and Horses pub. What a
lovely place that is, with its warm and
cosy surroundings and excellent food,
all at a reasonable price (£9.99 for a
large Sunday roast).
We were joined at the pub by Eric and
Annette and new members Paul and
Sue Davis. I had the opportunity to
interrogate (sorry, speak to) Paul and
Sue, who come from Epping and bring
another Opal to the list of club cars.
Maroon on black with new upholstery
and recent engine overhaul it looks a
nice car. They are seasoned classic car
enthusiasts, Paul having two Porsches
and Sue also having a Morris 8 Series E.
Time actually flew by the rest of the afternoon and it was soon time to make
our journeys home.
Thank you Peter and Marion for a well organised run and to those who took
part. A fine end to an otherwise dreary February day.

Dave Sabel
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Ladies’ Page
The Aplin Family was about to face a
serious situation. We had nearly run
out of our very favourite pork
sausages! These we buy from a family
butcher in Suffolk and we could not
allow this to happen.
So it was
fortuitous that Michael had an
important appointment in Colchester
and I would have two hours to ‘kill’ –
an ideal time for me to drive to
Wickham Market to collect my large
order for sausages and sausage meat
and get back to Colchester on time.
My problems started immediately with
severe traffic in Colchester due to road
works. But once out of town and onto
the A12 I almost immediately hit a
40mph restriction which continued up
to the interchange with the A14 at
Ipswich. Once onto this road and over
the Orwell bridge traffic continued to
be very heavy and slow, and so onto
the A12 again travelling slowly north.
Hurray – at last – the slip road to
Wickham Market. Finally I was
nearly there, although way
behind schedule. I don’t believe
it – ROAD AHEAD CLOSED. I
drove past several of these
notices including the DIVERSION
sign, determined to get as close
to the town centre as I could. I
parked in a nearby street and walked
at speed to the town centre and
arrived at E.W.Revett & Son Butchers
to find them CLOSED!

quarters of an hour later than I told
him on the phone that morning when I
placed my order.
One of the
gentleman, who I believe was the
owner, let me in. He explained that he
had closed early as there was no trade
due to the road works. I quickly paid
for my order but then asked if they
could carry them to my car. My new
friend had an idea and suggested that
he put them into the company van and
he would drive me and my sausages
by the country route to my car. After
a scenic drive around the tiny Suffolk
lanes (and we did have a laugh along
the way about me accepting a ride in a
white van with a complete stranger!)
we arrived at my car, which was not
too far from the town centre. With
sausages safely transferred into my car
boot and me giving my new friend
profound thanks for his kindness and
help, I asked how was the best way to
get back onto the A12 going south.
His instructions were excellent, but his
last words to me were the classic “You can’t go wrong.” And I am happy
to say he was right!
After a return drive down the A12
to Colchester at no more than 40
mph, and it was now rush hour, I
arrived an hour late to pick up
Michael who luckily was waiting
inside in the warm and was not
cross with me – but then he does
like his sausages!
Until next month – Happy Sevenning!
Penny

Luckily for me, two members of staff
were still there, although I was three
10

National Drive it Day - Sunday 26th April 2015
Chairman John’s Spider’s Web Run to Great Dunmow
The idea is to leave home and take any route
you wish to show off your cars and we will
meet up for lunch at the Parfect Fairways in
Dunmow (where we enjoyed the New Year’s
Day Lunch) for a 1pm meal, for which you will
pay on the day.
If you would like to join us please let me know
a.s.a.p. so that I can book sufficient lunch
places.

John Fromant

PBIS Charity Classic Car Drive it Day Run
Sunday 26th April 2015
Starting at The Ship PH in Tiptree (plenty
of parking.)
Assemble 10.00am for coffee and depart
11.0am for a pretty run towards the
Essex/Suffolk borders.
The plan is to meet the Chelmer Canal
Trust Limited at one of their project
activities - full details next month.
All welcome to join in, but please let me
know in advance so that I can firm up
arrangements with Peter Best Insurance Services.

Brian Eckersley
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Members’ Cars
Stephen and Lynda Barker
Stephen and Lynda were first introduced to an
Austin Seven by Peter Fearn, a northern friend.
Peter and his wife and three children at the
time drove down, in his Box Saloon for a
PWA7C visit to Kersey. He let Stephen have a
go at driving it. He was immediately hooked.
The Box Saloon was a little small for him and
he found getting his legs over the sill was
difficult. So a Ruby, being somewhat larger,
was the next best thing. After several trips
had been made with Peter to look at various
Rubies in Essex, in 1983 Stephen finally
purchased CCG 934, a black 1937 Ruby from
the Southend on Sea area. The advertisement
said that it had been 90% restored and only
needed windows, screen and sun roof to
complete – a week end’s work!. So Stephen
joined the EA7C.

The car failed its first MOT in his ownership
due to faulty kingpins. In the end Stephen
had to take the entire front axle over to Much
Hadam, which at the time, prior to their move
to Bradford on Avon, was home to The Seven
Austineers.
The couple made their first trip to a club rally
at Blake Hall in 1984 when it rained. The sun

12

roof leaked but fortunately they had a trusty
tarpaulin. Various other trips were made to
rallies in Beaulieu, Spye Park near Bristol,
Chatsworth in Derbyshire, Gaydon, and
Longbridge. For their trip to Gaydon they even
fitted a tow bar to CCG934 and towed a
camping trailer.
Although CCG proved to be very reliable, the
car broke down going to the first rally at Blake
Hall, caused by a leaking petrol pipe to the
fuel pump. Stephen over tightened the pipe
and squashed it but a very helpful AA man
inserted a plastic repair which didn’t fail in all
the time CCG was in their ownership.
Various core plugs on the head failed on two
occasions – once coming home from a
memorable trip to Beaulieu on the busy Hogs
Back near Guildford. Fortunately, carrying a
spare remedied the problem on this occasion
but a similar repair was required at the bottom
of Maldon Hill. The core plug problem resulted
in wet feet and a misfiring engine. The engine
top hose also failed coming back from Gaydon
when another motorist helped him by
donating a gallon of water after the top hose
had been re- secured .
The purchase of a 1937 British Racing Green
on black wings, Pearl DYO 311 in 2006 meant
CCG had to go. She went all the way to New
York (a village in Lincolnshire). CCG is still on
the road and
Stephen and
Lynda
have
seen her when
going to the
Wollaton Park
rally
in
Nottingham.
Continued/…

DYO311 1937 Green Pearl
The opportunity to purchase a Pearl was too
good to miss, with the pleasure of open air
motoring when weather (and ‘er indoors)
permits. Stephen estimates that about a quarter
of all their mileage covered is topless.
Interestingly DYO 311 has a plate on the
bulkhead which suggests that it was assembled
in Germany by the Willys Overland Crossley
Company.

far off places as they had in the Ruby. A
trailered trip to Lincoln for “Seven to the Seas”
resulted in an aborted trip as strange noises in
the rear axle were found to be broken teeth on
the crown wheel and pinion. Stephen is very
grateful to Fred Gauci for his help in doing the
delicate meshing of gears. Squeaking noises in
the engine on another occasion resulted in an
engine change due to a blocked oil jet and “dry
big ends”. Further thanks to Fred G for repairing
the damage and assembling a temporary
engine.
Their one and only (so far) Austin Seven
puncture occurred on a run to the Countess of
Warwick show.
Stephen and Lynda are
planning to do a third London to Brighton run
this year.

Although when purchased DYO 311 was very
much a runner, they have not visited as many

For many years Stephen served the club as a
member of the committee and undertook the
role of Membership Secretary for most of them.
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Bart Walsh

Membership Report
I am pleased to report that another two new members have joined us this
month. The first is Edward Carter from Maldon. He has owned his blue 1935
Austin van for 46 years, rebuilt from a derelict condition. Edward joined us on
the New Year’s Day Run. Also, we have Gary Cooper from Hockley, who owns a
1935 Ruby. This car was brought back to life by two club members from Hants
and Dorset after a long period of storage.
Our membership stands at 133, which is a very healthy total for this time of year.
For those members who have yet to renew, your Renewal Form was inserted in
the November Issue of Chassis.

Eric Martin

The 100 Club this month was won by Richard and
Jane Bohannan with number 27.
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Co-written and performed by Jennifer Rush in 1984, The Power of Love
became a worldwide hit. Now it has been rewritten for EA7C members to sing
while they’re driving (due to the lack of a radio.)

THE POWER YOU HAVE

The slowness in the morning,
Of Sevens running cold,
Soon speeds up when your oil turns
thin,
Your magic liquid gold.
I feel one with your body,
Your spirit enters me,
Your sound is warm and tender,
A love that I could, not forsake.

The slowness in the morning,
Of Sevens running cold,
And struggling by like tortoises,
Right foot flat to the floor.
I hold on to your steering,
And feel you getting warm,
Your speed is creeping upwards,
A thrill that I could, not forsake.

Chorus repeat.

Chorus

Words by Peter Lawson

“ Cause you are my Seven,
And I am your man,
Whenever I like a run,
You’ll do all that you can.
We’re heading for
somewhere,
Somewhere I’ve never been,
No distance frightens me,
‘cos I’m ready to learn,
‘bout the power you have.

Copy Date: Contributions for inclusion in the magazine should reach the Editor by the 21st of
each month, but please let Terry Bonner know beforehand if you are writing an article so that
space can be prepared. Please email all text to the Editor or if not possible, submit in typed
format so we have a clear copy from which to work. Photographs always enhance an article so if
you can, please include as attachments. If you send printed photos for scanning every care will
be taken. However if you want them returned, we cannot do this unless you enclose a stamped
addressed envelope.
The Essex Austin Seven Club , the Editor, contributors and the printers of this magazine accept
no responsibility whatsoever for the views or comments expressed herein whether they be from
individuals or groups and their comments and viewpoints remain wholly and exclusively the
contributor’s/individual’s responsibility. The club cannot
of any adverts published in this magazine.
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accept responsibility for the accuracy

CLUB EVENTS DIARY 2015
March
1st

Suffolk Club Night at the
Greyhound, Ixworth
Club Night - Talk by RH Insurance

Neil Preston

Neil Preston

11th

Suffolk Club Night at the
Greyhound, Ixworth
Ongar Heritage Day (Period Dress)

15th

Club Night

19th

Austins to Brighton Run

26th

National Drive it Day (see page 11)

18th

April
1st

Roger Spearman
Dave Sable

May
3rd
6th
20th
31st

Ipswich/Felixstowe Historic Vehicle
Run
Suffolk Club Night at the
Greyhound, Ixworth
Club Night
Olde Tyme Rally at the Museum of
Power, Langford

Neil Preston

John Fromant

June
3rd
6th

Suffolk Club Night at the
Greyhound, Ixworth
Harlow Country Show

17th
21st
21st

Club Night
Blackwater Show
Hatfield Heath Classic Car Show

Neil Preston

John Fromant
John White

Richard Bohannan is our new Events Coordinator. If you require
information about an event, or want to arrange one, please contact
Richard:
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