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CHAIRMAN’S CHAT 

If you notice a slight change in style on this 
page it’s because there’s been a slight 
change in chairmanship. After two 
admirable and humorous years at the helm, 
John Fromant has had to step down and I 

have somewhat reluctantly agreed to do 
the next two year stint. Thank goodness 
we have this two year stipulation in the 
constitution otherwise volunteers would be 
few and far between. 

I was elected at the AGM, which I had an 
inkling about, so I prepared a short speech, 
but I was shaking so much I could hardly 

read it. What was there to be so nervous 
about? It wasn’t as though it was a room 
full of strangers. I’ll put it down to first 
night nerves and hope I eventually settle 
down. Perhaps if I’d strapped my accordion 
on it might have helped. 

As is often the case with any AGM, some 

members tend to perceive them as boring 
and consequently we get a smaller turnout 
and the majority won’t find out until the 
next AGM what was said the year before. 
And so, for those that didn’t attend, here is 
my speech (shake your copy of Chassis for 
authenticity.) 

“Thank you all for voting me in as 
Chairman. I say all, perhaps not everyone 
did – hands up those who didn’t vote for 
me (one or two; names noted!) 

I don’t think many people enthusiastically 
volunteer themselves for this position - it’s 
more a case of – well, if no one else wants 

to do it I’ll have a go. And that’s the case 
here. I’ve never held a position like this in 
my life and as each chairman passes, you 
say to yourself “How can I follow that?” 

I certainly can’t follow John’s wit and 
humour, but no doubt he’ll continue by 
heckling me with his one-liners (cue, as 
expected, a crack from John.) 

One advantage I do have is my severe 
hearing loss, so I won’t be able to hear 
them anyway! Nor any other backchat from 
the audience. 

Of course, supporting me will be the most 

fantastic, dedicated and enthusiastic 
committee we’ve had for a long time, 
driving our club into the future, and, like 
driving a Seven, choosing the best path 
through the many obstacles put in our way. 

I think it was Dave Sable who first 
persuaded me to join the committee 
several years ago and in that time I’ve lost 
count of the number of runs and events 
that I’ve organised, along with help from 
Marion of course. 

You can imagine then, how shocked and 
upset I was when in the early part of this 
year, during a committee meeting, an ex-

committee member said, “What does Peter 
do?  Nothing!” I hope none of you agree 
with that accusation. 

I am totally dedicated to this great club and 
can honestly say it has changed and 
enriched our lives for the better. And if you 
all continue to support the club and the 

committee in the way you have in the past 
then we’ll be if not the best, then certainly 
one of the best Austin Seven clubs in the 
country. 

Thanks once again for voting for me. I’ll 
endeavor to do my best.” 

 

Peter Lawson 
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Ladies’ Page  
  
It was all change for us this year at our church Flower Festival and Craft Fair.  
Having had problems with our caravan cooker while up in Norfolk we were unable 
to use it as Mike’s Café for the two day festival.  Instead we had a new venue in a 
smart marquee in the churchyard adjacent to the BBQ. 
  
Having got ourselves ‘up and running’ the morning was progressing smoothly as 
we adjusted to our new work mode.  Suddenly, the calm was shattered by the 
arrival of ten 7s – no - not Austin 7s but Lotus 7 sports cars.  What a splendid line 
up, and the owners were a bright, chatty bunch just like us Austin Sevenners!  
They had been out on a Saturday morning ‘run’ and saw the sign on the main road 
and decided to investigate.  They were a welcome addition to our small classic car 
display. 
  
During the afternoon I was called urgently as the roar of one mighty engine again 
shattered the calm, to see Michael lowering himself into the passenger seat – no 
doors provided - and roaring off on a trial 
run. On his return, I watched with 
amusement as he found it harder to lever 
himself out than lowering himself in!  
However, the grin on his face when he 
was eventually on dry land, told me that he 
had enjoyed his spurt of speed. 
  
Later in the day he deliberated on his trial run in a Lotus 7.  He had found this short 
run exhilarating, though not particularly comfortable, but what he really disliked 
was the feeling of being confined so close to the ground in a very small space with 
little chance of a quick exit if necessary.  He was however impressed by the instant 
surge of power and speed when, on a few occasions, his driver was able to push 
down on the accelerator for a few seconds of exciting motoring.  The temptation to 
use this power on a main road must be very strong. 
  
He has decided – sensibly – that he has no intention of even considering another 
trial run in a Lotus 7 and that Isobel – his trusty and beloved Austin 7 - is his first 
love.   Funnily enough I have always teased him that I have been third in his line of 
love for a long time – Isobel came first, Polly, the dog came second and me third, 
but the dog has since died so I am back up to second place where I am happy to 
remain! 

  
Until next month - Happy Sevenning!  Penny. 
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We had a Harvest Festival at our church 

recently, which reminded me of the ones I 
used to attend at a little Congregational 

Church in Chelmsford when I was a lad. Its 
congregation was not very affluent and the bike shed beside the coke heap was 

always fuller than the small car park. (I was the first person in our family to own 
a car, though as it was a Box Saloon it doesn’t really count.)  

One of the elders of the church drove a Ruby and he would drive around to 

collect contributions for the service assisted by some of us young lads. We would 

return with loads of potatoes, apples, plums, peas, tomatoes, flowers and a 
sheaf of corn, donated by a local farmer. Most of the produce was from people’s 

gardens and allotments but some donations were tins of exotic fruit, such as 
pineapple slices, mandarin oranges, fruit sundae, etc. (some tins of which I 

remembered seeing the year before or even longer ago than that - ‘sell by’ dates 
did not exist in those days.)  

We were a small church and the display at the Harvest Festival was always a 

simple, though sincere one. This all changed one year when we were invited to 

attend the Cathedral’s Harvest celebration which was always much more 
elaborate and extravagant than our humble showing.  Theirs was rather more 

like Harrods Food Hall with mounds of exotic vegetables and fruit, including 
grapes, bananas, lemons, a real pineapple, pumpkins, melons, gourds, etc. piled 

up below the pulpit.  Even more interesting were the large trays of offerings on 
the ends of each pew which consisted of piles of chestnuts, grapes, bananas, 

some of those small Hovis loaves and the biggest apple I had ever seen 

(rationing had only just finished) and the temptation was too great.  Well, the 
chestnuts were soon passed along the row, and eaten, followed by the fruit and 

bread, but although the large apple lasted a bit longer, it was eventually passed 
along the line, with each boy taking a large bite out of it.  We might have got 

away with it and pleaded divine intervention or extremely hungry mice, but some 

bright Herbert (not me) put the apple core back onto the tray.  We all got a good 
telling off from our Minister when we got back to our church but the A7 Ruby 

owner confessed it was what he had always wanted to do.  Not surprisingly, we 
were never invited back there again. 

The Bodger’s  

Apprentice 
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EA7C ANNUAL LUNCHEON 
 Sunday 18th October 2015 

Sixty-six members and guests enjoyed our 
Annual Luncheon at Pleshey Village Hall.  The 
weather was perfect and numerous cherished 
cars arrived at the hall. 

It was good to see Michael Aplin looking so well 

and he delivered an excellent and heartfelt 
Grace before we sat down to a fabulous meal, 
courtesy of Mike Smail and his brilliant team.    

The tables looked wonderful and thanks are 
extended to John and Chrissie Fromant for 
organising the beautiful orchids for the ladies. 

After the meal the chairman gave a short 
speech, starting with the toast to absent 
friends, during which he thanked everyone for 
coming.  Appreciation was also extended to 
Mary Morley for stepping in to save this lovely 
event at short notice and for putting her 
excellent organisational skills to such good 
use. 

John Fromant performed his penultimate duty 
as outgoing chairman by presenting the 
annual awards, as well as a much-appreciated 
bouquet of flowers to Mary Morley for 
organising the Luncheon and  to Pearl Bonner 
for her work on Chassis.  

John himself was presented with a china 

vintage car by Les Morley who said that John 
was the best Chairman he had worked with - 
but added “for the past two years!” 
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ANNUAL AWARDS  

presented by John Fromant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Brooklands Award for the most 
general enthusiasm for the club 

by a non-committee member -  
Ann Esposito  

Rag Top Award for the best open 
top car - Dave Sabel 

Gravity Award for the best car 
with front-mounted fuel tank, 

i.e. Chummy - Graham Scutt 

Workshop Award for best  
restoration of the year -  

Judy Goodrum 
who was also the winner of the 

Best Car of the Day as chosen by 
a member of the catering staff 

Tudor Award for the best  
Box Saloon - Terry Bonner 

Eccentric Award for contribution 

to Chassis - Mary Morley 

John Downs Trophy for best 
contribution to the Club -  

John Bryson 

Rose Bowl awarded for best  
contribution  to the club by a lady 

member - Pearl Bonner 

 
Best Ruby Award for the best 
Ruby model during the year -  

Mary King 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - WEDNESDAY 21ST OCTOBER 

Prior to the AGM Les Morley welcomed those present and mentioned some upcoming 
events, including the Christmas Party (Caribbean style), the New Year’s Day Run and 
lunch at ParFect Fairways, and the invitation from Peter and Marion Lawson to their 
Garage Warming Party.  He also mentioned how enjoyable the Chatham Dockyard trip 
and the Italian holiday had been and gave advance notice of BERt’s 80th Birthday which 
will be celebrated in May next year with an afternoon run and high tea at a mystery 
destination.  

Les paid a special welcome to Roy French, a founder member of the club, who would 
chair the meeting when the present committee stand down.   

Annual General Meeting 
The meeting was opened by the chairman, John Fromant, who welcomed those present.  
Apologies for absence were recorded. 

The minutes of the previous AGM were agreed as a true account of the meeting.  There 
were no matters arising. 

Reports from the Officers were read.  Copies of the club’s accounts, including the Tour 
Account, had been distributed to all tables together with copies of the agenda, the 
proposed changes to the constitution, the revised membership application form and the 
standing order mandate form.  

The proposed changes to the Constitution were agreed. 

Election of Committee and Chairman 
The committee was elected unopposed and comprises the following: 

Peter Lawson, John Fromant, Graham Scutt, Les Morley, Richard Bohannon, John Bryson,  
Roger Spearman, Terry Bonner, Dave Orange and Tony Esposito.  All officers will remain 
in their previous roles with the exception of the outgoing Chairman, John Fromant.  

At this point Roy French chaired the meeting for the election of a new Chairman. There 
was one nomination for this role, that of Peter Lawson, who was duly elected to serve for 
a two year term of office.  The new chairman then gave a short speech. 

In Dave Sabel’s absence the secretary read a report on the 100 Club and it was noted 
that Dave will be relinquishing this role in May and a new promoter is sought. 

Under Any Other Business Dave Orange paid special thanks to Bart Walsh for running the 
valuation service for members.  He also explained that the balance of the tour account is 
almost entirely made up of deposits for Peter Lawson’s 2016 TOTIE Tour. 

There was no further business and the meeting was closed at 8.35 pm. 

- o - 
 

NB If any member would like a copy of the draft minutes of the AGM please contact  
Dave Orange who will be pleased to email them to you.  
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The Constitution can be downloaded from the Club website www.ea7c.com 

THE ESSEX AUSTIN SEVEN CLUB CONSTITUTION  

(as amended October 2015) 

 

1. The Title of the Club shall be: “The Essex Austin Seven Club” 
 

2. The Object of the Club: To foster interest in the preservation and use of pre-war Austin Sevens and its variants. 

 
3. Eligibility for Membership:  Application for full membership is open to any person having a genuine interest in the 

pre-war Austin Seven. 
 

4. Acceptance of Membership: Each full member may nominate one other person as a Joint Member who shall have full 

voting rights.  Acceptance of Full or Joint Membership is to be at the discretion of the committee. If however, at any 
time during the course of membership a member or joint member, who in view of the committee, conducts themselves 

in a manner contrary to the spirit and wellbeing of the club as a whole, shall be warned of his or her conduct in writing.  
Should that person persist in their conduct, or if the conduct is such that the wellbeing and good name of the club might 
be in jeopardy, the committee at its discretion may immediately terminate that membership, in which case an equivalent 

proportion of that membership fee would be returned.  
 

5. Life Membership:  May be granted at the discretion of the committee in very special circumstances. 

 

6. Election of Officers and Members of the Committee: Officers and members of the committee are to be elected 
annually at each Annual General Meeting or co-opted as necessary. Should any committee member who without good 

reason, does not attend committee meetings or fails to inform the Secretary of their apologies of absence on three 
consecutive occasions, that member may be asked by the committee to withdraw and a replacement sought from within 

the membership.   
 

7. The Committee: Shall consist of a maximum of ten elected members, including the chairman. The officers shall consist 
of chairman, vice-chairman, secretary, treasurer, membership secretary and editor and the roles of regalia, events co-

ordinator, advertising and archivist may be filled within the remainder of the ten elected members.  Additional 
committee members may be co-opted due to their knowledge, skills or experience, with the agreement of the 

committee.   The chairman shall be elected by members at the Annual General Meeting.  The position of chairman may 
be held by one person for a maximum of two successive years, but may subsequently be re-elected after a break of at 
least one year.  Committee meetings must have a quorum of six, and any decisions require a majority.  In the event 

that a vote is even, the chairman shall have the casting vote.  Committee meetings will generally be held on a bi-
monthly basis.  Any club member who wishes to organise a club event should first gain authority from the committee so 

that insurance cover will apply. 
 

8. Audited Accounts of the Club’s Finances: Shall be submitted to members at the Annual General Meeting.  Auditors 
are to be elected annually. The treasurer and nominated committee members will be authorised to sign cheques on 

behalf of the club.  Cheques shall require two signatories. 
 

9. Membership Fees: Will become due on 1st January each year, the amount being at the discretion of the committee 
and will be declared beforehand.  A pro-rata scale of fees will be prepared by the membership secretary, and agreed by 
the committee, for those applicants who join later in the year.  Payment to be made by one of the club’s preferred 

payment methods. 
 

10. Change of Constitution: Any alterations under items 1 to 9 shall only be made at an Annual General Meeting on 

written members’ proposition seconded by ten members and sent to the secretary one clear month before the date of 
the Annual General Meeting.  If the resolution obtains a majority, the Constitution shall be amended accordingly.  Items 
10 and 11 may not be amended or deleted. 

 

11. Dissolution: The club may be dissolved at a Special General Meeting called by a requisition in writing to the secretary 
by the majority of members.  The resolution will be put to a written vote and must be carried by a majority in favour of 

the dissolution which represents not less than two-thirds of the membership of the club.  Notice of the meeting of at 
least fourteen days shall be given to all known members. 

If the resolution is carried, the committee will forthwith liquidate the affairs of the club and all its assets and any monies 
from the proceeds of the liquidation shall be donated to the Austin Seven Clubs Association. Should this Association or 

its successors not be in existence, the proceeds shall be divided equally amongst the current paid-up members.         
 
End.  
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A rather sleepy-eyed group of members 
met at the unearthly hour of 4.10 a.m. at 
the Easyjet check–in at Stansted, whence 
we were issued with our boarding cards. I 
was delighted to see we had two 
interlopers in the welcome shape of Anne 
and Hamish Alger from Suffolk. After an 
uneventful flight we touched down in 
Naples at about 9.45 a.m. to be met by 
Ada from the Hotel Talao. 

I am not going to write a daily diary of our 
activities but just give the highlights as I 
saw them. 

On our way to Scalea we stopped at a 
cave system called the Grotte di Pertosa, 
where we had an Italian guide whose 
English, though not perfect, was very 
entertaining.  He told us all about the 
caves and how many millions of years they 
had taken to form the stalactites and 
stalagmites.  He also pointed out 
formations which resembled elephants, 
eagles, cats, etc.  (a good imagination 
helped.) Our boat trip on the underground 
lake was our first introduction to the 
Italians laid back attitude to health and 
safety. The boat was propelled by the 
guide pulling on an overhead wire strung 
along the cave.  He did say that pulling 
the boat with thirty two of us was harder 
than when he had forty children aboard. I 
think he was trying to tell us something. 

This was followed by our first Italian meal, 
which included wine or beer, then onto the 
Hotel Talao to get ourselves settled. 

Whilst we are on the subject of caves, 
later on during the week we visited 
another cave containing prehistoric 
remains, which was being excavated in the 
Pollino National Park. First we looked at 
the museum 
which informed 
us what had 
been found 
and displays of 
a r t e f a c t s , 
including a 
c o u p l e  o f 
p r e h i s t o r i c 
graves with 
skeletons in 
them which 
we re  v e r y 
l i fel ike but 
turned out to 
be fibreglass. 
Then it was down a slippery path in the 
rain to view the cave which, apart from a 
couple of bats hanging around, was a bit 
of a disappointment. The main interest 
was under an overhang outside the cave 
which had another couple of skeletons 
(fibreglass?) and some splendid rock 
carvings, the best being of a bull. This was 
followed by more food and drink. 

ESSEX AUSTIN SEVEN CLUB HOLIDAY TO SCALEA, ITALY 

OCTOBER 6TH TO 13TH 2015 



11 

We visited the old town of Scalea, climbing 
207 steps to get to the top. On the way 
Ada explained that because of the 
constant attacks over the centuries the 
towns and villages in the area were built 

on easily defended sites with narrow 
streets, again to aid defence. The town 
itself needed restoration in parts but was 
very picturesque. We visited two churches 
whilst we were there, the first of which 
San Nichola (built 1200to 1300), was 
about half way so gave us a bit of a break. 
It was meant to have been built by the 
Normans but is totally different from any 
Norman church I know and more 
resembled a Wren church. The interior of 
the church was painted cream with white 
detailing that gave it a light and airy feel. 
The statues were to me the most striking 
feature as they had real clothes and real 
hair, very effective.  

Further up the hill we gate crashed a 
service, immediately becoming the centre 
of attention, in the older of the churches 
named after Santa Maria. I couldn’t see a 

priest so I thought the congregation was 

responding to a recording which I felt was 
taking technology too far. However Anne 
informed me that one of the ladies sitting 
in the pews was leading the service as the 
warm up until the priest arrived, rather 
novel. After a brief look at the church and 
another statue we quietly sneaked out and 
left the congregation to their service.  

After yet more steps we came to a very 
pleasant piazza from which we had a 

wonderful view of Scalea and our hotel. 
Yet more steps led us to the Norman 
castle at the top which, until the 
Americans bombed it during WW II, had 
been reasonably intact.  According to Ada, 
the Americans spent the war trying to 
bomb bridges, but managed to hit 
everything except their intended targets. 

Recent events would suggest nothing has 
changed. Climbing up and down steps was 
to become a 
feature of the 
holiday and soon 
showed up those 
of us who had 
dodgy joints, 
fortunately Ada 
took pity on us 
on this occasion 
and led us back 
down by road 
which was much 
easier. 

Continued... 
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Other trips included the lovely port of 
Maratea where some of the party visited 
the large statue of Cristo di Maratea, 
which sat on a peak overlooking the town. 
Whist the coach drove into the Maratea 
we came up against two cars coming the 
opposite way without enough room  

to pass.  The lady driver in her pristine car 
behaved very sensibly and backed up out 
of the way whilst the male driver in a 
rather battered machine (the bonnet 
looked like a relief map of the Himalayas) 
honked his horn, waved  his   arms  and  
generally  behaved like  an idiot.                                            

A small party travelled south from Scalea 
to picturesque Diamante, which is known 
for the murals which decorate the houses. 
The quality and condition of the paintings 

varied, but the two groups that stood out 

to me were the three by an American (I 
believe) Edwin Klayton and another group 
of monochrome a paintings. In both cases 
the faces depicted were brilliantly 
executed and the monochrome ones 
haunting.           

On the 7th October we had joint birthday 
celebrations for Chris Monk and my wife 
Pauline Austin. Both were presented with 
cards signed by all present and at dinner 
Ada presented them with a joint birthday 
cake to complete the celebrations. The 
curious coincidence is that Pauline’s 
maiden name was Monk, so we liked to 
think they were distant cousins.  Either 
way it made a memorable birthday for 
them both. On pizza night we had a 

demonstration on how to make a pizza 
and the birthday pair were volunteered to 
have a go, not as easy as it looked. 

David Austin 

Part 2 of David’s report, and more photos, 
can be seen in the December issue of 

Chassis . 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

Membership currently stands at 150. 

We are pleased to welcome back old members Hamish and Annie Alger from  

Lowestoft in Suffolk.  

Membership subscriptions for 2016 become payable on 1st January and a reminder 

will be sent out next month.  For the first time we will be issuing membership cards, 
which as well as acting as a receipt for your subs, will also be required by Hiscox (RH 

Insurance) as proof of membership to enable you to gain special insurance benefits.  

Don’t forget, you will now be able to renew your subscription by standing order if 
you wish.  

John Bryson, Membership Secretary 

Garage Warming Party and Run  

Saturday 14th November 10.30am at Appletree Cottage,  
 

You are invited to join us for a coffee then a short run and back for a barbecue and party 
in the new Austin Service Centre before it gets filled with motoring junk.  

Unfortunately I finished it later than the planned 
summer completion, so to keep everyone warm in 
the November cold we’ll have the barbecue alight 
inside the garage. Bring your own food for the 
barbecue but we’ll provide salads, bread, nibbles 
and drinks etc.  Music will be from a proper record 
player if you want to bring a favourite vinyl LP.  

Contact Peter and Marion Lawson for further 
details and to book your place:    

Club Night on Wednesday 18th November will  

include the ever popular 

 Race Night 
Be a real “racing driver” for the evening or  

bet on your favourite Austin! 
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                SUFFOLK BRANCH NEWS 

                AUTUMN RUMBLE  
An autumn run was arranged by Lee Sanders, Mel and Annette Grainger’s son-in- law, 

on Sunday 11th October to Suffolk Water Park, which is in Bramford, just outside of 
Ipswich.    

 
The site is a former quarry which provided clay and aggregate for a local cement 

works.  It is now a large lake which covers twenty five acres in total and is used for 
fishing and is a haven for waterfowl. 

 
We all met up in the centre of Woolpit at 10am for 

a 10.30am start.  Seven  Austin Sevens, an Austin 

12, a Morris 10, a Rover 12, a Jaguar XJ6 and 
a  1960 Ford Escort -  not the escort that we are all 

familiar with but this is the estate version of the 
100e Anglia which the owner said he uses on a daily 

basis.  I remember working on these cars when I 
was an apprentice back in the 60s, but they are a 

rare site today. 
 

The weather was glorious for the time of year with 

sunshine all day.  A meal was enjoyed by all inside the Waterfront Diner.  A large 
group of bikers was there when we arrived - what looked like a bunch of recycled 

Rockers.  It brought back memories of my youth!  it was interesting to look at their 
machines and they in turn enjoyed looking at our vintage vehicles. 

 

                                             Neil Preston 
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This year’s theme is Caribbean Party.  

If you will be coming (and we hope you are) please let  
Mary Morley know, as soon as possible,  whether you would 

like Fish and Chips, Chicken and Chips or Pie and Chips. They are 
all free!  Please bring your own condiments and cutlery.  

Desserts will be provided by the committee.  

 
There will be a licensed bar and teas/coffees.   

 Raffle and Entertainment.  

 Mary Morley:   

                            Don’t forget to dress appropriately! 

Essex Austin Seven Club Christmas Party 

Wednesday 9th December at Leaden Roding Village Hall 

Stortford Road, Leaden Roding, CM6 1RB 

NEW YEAR’S DAY RUN 2016 

Advance notice of our annual run from Writtle Green.  Once again we will be stopping for 
lunch at the Parfect Fairways in Great Dunmow, CM6 1XJ.    

The cost of lunch is £15 per head, payable in advance.  Please send payment by cheque 
(payable to Essex Austin Seven Club)  to Richard Bohannan,  

It would be wise to check with Richard that there are still places available for lunch 
before sending any money.  

Even if you cannot join us for lunch, we hope to see lots of 
you on the run.  As usual, there will be two different routes, 
organised by Dave Orange and Peter Lawson.  

 
 

In the absence of Dave Sabel the draw was organised 

by Les Morley and drawn by Janine Linton. 

The winning number was 20 - that of Les and Mary 

Morley! 
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Beaulieu 2015 - Ken Mazdon 

On Sunday, 5th July, I visited the fifty 

third rally of Austin Sevens at Beaulieu.  
What a great rally!  Austin Sevens of all 

ages, shapes and sizes as well as driving 
tests and the 750 trails section putting 

their skills to the test.  This year there 
were a number of Austin Seven military 

vehicles.  On one it had sign written on 
the bonnet “20th Fld. Reg. RA.”  On 

enquiring from David Morgan, who was 

showing the Austin on behalf of Roger 
Dudding, if this stood for the 20th Field 

Regiment Royal Artillery, he confirmed 
that it did.  This was the regiment in 

which I did my 
National Service 

between 1957 and 
1959 at Colchester 

and in Cyprus. 

The Military Scout 
Car was drawn up 

by the War Office 
in 1928 as part of the mechanisation of 

the whole army. The military theorists of 
the 1920s knew that we had to get rid of 

the horses, and after the horrors of the 
mud in WW1 we could not, in future, 

afford to fight a static trench war again.  

The next conflict would be on a moving 
battlefield.  And so it turned out. 

As well as being used as artillery 
spotters, the Austin Sevens were used to 

replace the horse-mounted scouts of the 
cavalry regiments.  The Austin Sevens 

were therefore tested against the 
traditional horse-mounted cavalry troops, 

who were very reluctant to give up their 

mounts!  The role of the Austin Sevens in 
the previously horse-mounted cavalry 

regiments (Lancers and Hussars) was to 
scout for their main body of Rolls-Royce 

and Crossley armoured cars.  The 

military Mulliner A7s were light, cheap,  
and expendable, and it is a surprise that 

any have survived beyond 1945.  

The APD Military Tourer A7s, which came 

later, were essentially only light field cars 
and many were supplied as junior 

officers’ transport and for driver training, 
and many more were left behind by the 

BEF at Dunkirk.  

For my National Service we used 
Landrovers, and accompanied by a 

wireless operator who sat in the back, 
relayed our messages to the command 

post at the gun position.  An added 
bonus was that if you had a 

knowledgeable operator he knew where 
to plug your electric razor on the set, 

enabling you to have a decent shave!  

I learnt from David that between the 
wars the Austins were used by 

observation officers, enabling them to 
move well forward of the guns to work 

out the coordinates of their targets and 
report back to the command post at the 

gun positions.  As radios became smaller 
the Austins were fitted with one (two 

were being displayed) which meant that 

the observation officer could report back 
to the command post without having to 

leave his observation post. 

With many thanks to David Morgan for 
providing information for this article.  

 

Ken Mazdon 
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The sun came out, the sky was blue.  But it was a little windy so we all wore our jackets.  
Mike Denny, with help, had marked out our pitch with sails and flags flying. 

Two MGs, two Austin 12s, one heavy and one light and nine Austin 7s, including the 
commercial van, were all in situ.  Now time to explore the show. 

Cars, trucks, bikes galore.  Loads of stalls all selling bits for cars and much more. I’m not 
sure what some of the bits were for, but all the men seemed to have a blue plastic bag in 

their hands with nuts, bolts, washers, etc. in.  Having said this, one lady managed to 
purchase a fur stole, at a good price too. Other things for sale were toys, tools, clothes, 
and a few antiques. 

Of course the food outlets were very popular.  
Ice cream, burgers, hotdogs, even fish finger 
sarnies.  Cakes, tea, coffee, and beer. You 
could also get a good tub of chips and, to 
finish, dinky donuts. 

Music played all day long, interrupted by the 
very noisy and smelly two stroke motorbikes.   

I think everyone had a good day out. We got 
home in the daylight and with a dry car. 

Thanks again to Mike and Janet Denny for 
organising the day. 

BATTLESBRIDGE - SUNDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 

Report by Jane Bohannon 

As usual we would like to include a couple of 

pages of greetings from members to other 
members in the December edition of Chassis 

in lieu of sending individual Christmas cards.  
In return, we would be grateful for 

donations of £5 for Great Ormond Street 

Hospital.  At the November Club Night we 
will provide forms for you to complete or 

you may send your greeting to the editor by 
email and send your donation to the 

treasurer. 

Payment should be given to Tony Esposito 

(Treasurer) in cash or cheque (payable to The Essex Austin Seven Club)  

 

EA7C 
Christmas Greetings 
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Copy Date: Contributions for inclusion in the magazine should reach the Editor by the 21st of 
each month, but please let Terry Bonner know beforehand if  you are writing an article so that 
space can be prepared.  Please email all text to the Editor or if not possible, submit in typed 
format so we have a clear copy from which to work. Photographs always enhance an article so if 
you can, please include as attachments. If you send printed photos for scanning every care will 
be taken.  However if you want them returned, we cannot do this unless you enclose a stamped 
addressed  envelope. 

The Essex Austin Seven Club , the Editor, contributors and the printers of this magazine accept 
no responsibility whatsoever for the views or comments expressed herein whether they be from 
individuals or groups and their comments and viewpoints remain  wholly and exclusively the 
contributor’s/individual’s responsibility.  The club cannot   accept  responsibility for the accuracy 
of any adverts published in this magazine. 

When de Austin Seven came to be,  
It help me and my family, 
Before we had a motorbike,  
When de rain come down we stay home 
like. 

CHORUS 

Drinkin’ Rum and Coca Cola,  
Seem like this crazy car, 
Like manna from heaven, 
Singin’ ‘bout de Austin Seven. 

If you ever go to Birmingham,  
Where little car dat look like pram, 
Made on fact’ry production line,  
Got to say dat car she look real fine. 

Chorus 

All my friends dey buy a great big car,  
Like Chevrolet or Jaguar, 
But I can turn around and say,  
Plenty money left for me to play. 

Chorus 

When I drive my car in Trinidad,  
De roads dey are so awful bad, 
She jump and bump and shake around,  

All de kids say it like merry-go-round. 
 

 

Chorus 

In de Carribean nights so long,  
Dance native girls in bright sarong, 
Dey wave and say ‘Come have a bop’,  
But de brakes so poor de car don’t stop. 

Chorus 

When de sun go down and it get dark,  
You hear me make de same remark, 
De lights no work so I don’t see,  
Maybe I will hit banana tree. 

Final Chorus. 

Words by Peter Lawson 

If you’re coming to the Carribean theme Christmas party then you should practice singing 

this Calypso song. Originally written in 1944, and a big hit for the Andrews Sisters, you can 
hear it on You Tube.  Here’s our club version: 

RUM AND COCA-COLA  (Singin’ ‘bout de Austin Seven) 
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CLUB EVENTS DIARY 2015/2016 

November   

3rd Suffolk Club Night at the Greyhound, 

Ixworth  

Neil Preston 

14th Garage Warming Party and Run 

(see page 13) 

Peter Lawson 

18th Club Night - Race Night  

December   

6th Billericay Christmas Market 

grstringer@btinternet.com 

Gary Stringer 

9th Christmas Party at Leaden Roding 

Village Hall (see page 6) 

Les and Mary Morley 

January   

1st New Year’s Day Run and lunch at 

Parfect Fairways, Great Dunmow 
(see page 6) 

Committee 

   

The 2016 Events Diary is currently being planned. 

If members have any ideas for future runs or events they would 
like to organise, the committee would be pleased to hear from 

you and would gladly offer their help and advice. 

Alternatively, should you have an idea for an event that the 

committee could organise, again we would be pleased to hear 

from you. 

Please contact Richard Bohannan, Events Coordinator 

 


